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Introduction

The world-scale economic crisis stimulated a discussion on the condition of the
economics, a paradigm of the main stream of economics and, most of all, the necessity
of including the behavioral economics into the main stream.

A paradigm of the main stream of economics is based on a methodological
individualism and perfect information which is available for all members of an
economy. In accordance with the above-mentioned assumptions, a unit running its
business activity acts beside a social, historic and culture context. Therefore, in order
to form predictive conclusions, the paradigm of the main stream economics must be
subject to change. Such a modification must be carried out in three fields:

1) extension of the paradigm by relations of a human being and a bio-sphere,

2) extension of the paradigm under examination by an impact of social capital
and culture on the economic development,

3) extension of the paradigm under examination by conclusions resulting from
the last world-scale economic crisis.

The papers included in this volume try to answer the following question: how to
modify a paradigm of the main stream economics in the light of contemporary growth
and economic development, with special consideration given to its determinants.

The text of the papers focuses on three problems:

* at first, the analysis of the impact of the social capital and culture on contempo-
rary economic development,

* secondly, the analysis of the last world-scale economic crisis,

e thirdly, the analysis of determinants of contemporary economic growth.

The impact of the social capital and culture on the contemporary economic
growth is examined by Zbigniew Dokurno, Maria Golanska, Marian Noga, Agnieszka
Piasecka-Gtuszak, Maria Piotrowska, Bogustawa Skulska, Przemystaw Skulski and
Piotr Sula.

The theory of economics must give consideration to a social and culture context
of management in order to predict and form predictive conclusions.

The last world-scale economic crisis is subject to examination presented in the
papers of Katarzyna Kuzniar, Dominik Nowak and Magdalena K. Stawicka. In
particular, worth of attention are consequences of this crisis and the results for a
business practice science.

The highest number of papers — 9 — of this volume is devoted to the determinants
of contemporary economic growth. The above issue poses the subject of papers of
the following authors: Kamila Drelich, Agnieszka Dybizbanska, Karolina Goérnik,
Radostaw Kurach, Pawet Kusmierczyk, Wawrzyniec Michalczyk, Elzbieta Pohulak-
-Zotedowska, Magdalena Rekas and Jerzy Rymarczyk.

In my opinion this volume of papers is designed not only for economists but also
for those, who are interested in economy and its scientific description.

Wroctaw, 12.09.2010 Marian Noga
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