
The healing effect of the climate and sea baths has been 
highly appreciated since antiquity and spending vacation 
by the sea has been primarily the British tradition dating 
back to the 18th -
veloped there and the guests could take a bath in the North 
Sea or drink tea. With the advance of rail transport at the 
beginning of the 19th -
and inexpensive both for short excursions and vacation 
trips.
the English Channel, on the coast of Belgium and north 
France. Sea resorts appeared there, e.g. famous Ostend, as 

-
-

ing the sea. In general in the summer they offered accom-

to the sea esplanade or near the beach by the streets going 

-
-

satisfy the diversity of tastes, needs, and requirements of 
the people visiting the popular beaches. 

*
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The shore of the English Channel

Mers-les-Baines

-

-

Baines.

Belle Epoque

th century as Ul-
teruis Portum; its name derives from even older Roman 
name Ultrensis Portus, meaning port that is beyond.

a sea resort highly popular among Parisians. The unique 
architecture of the villas built at that time marked the be-
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ginning of Art Nouveau, 
art of the turn of the 19th th centuries. The buildings 

-
tecture is a combination of beautiful local traditions and 

-
ings still exist and they are the only such group of architec-

Rip Villa  
,

Rip

Architecture of the seaside resort
Due to its exceptionally rich, comprehensive, and di-

verse urban and architectural legacy in the scope of his-
torical summer vacation buildings and balneological fa-

neo-regionalism also called Anglo-Flemish style or Seces-

incorrect renovation activities. 
-

istration of Rip Villa 

Rip Villa
esplanade de la Plage -

-
The name of the house derives from the name of Rip 

based on the motifs of a Dutch legend describing a story of 
The story is set in the 19th century. 

The original interior layout in Rip Villa has been pre-
of the house have been remodeled, usually divided into 
smaller apartments. The spatial layout of the interior is 

recessed in relation to the rest of the façade. The rooms 
farther in the apartments have indirect lighting exposure or 
from a little back yard. The staircase is exposed to the light 
needed functions in a small space is still clear and rather 

Rip Villa is in that respect unique as since 

typical houses and villas to be rented, built in the neo-re-
gional convention also called Anglo-Flemish, sometimes 
richly decorated and, on the other hand, the buildings in 
themselves.

Claire de Lune Villa, one of three segments of a big-
ger building originally designed to be rented to vacation-

-
ment of that era perfectly preserved and maintained. 
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Le Tourbillon and Le Crépuscule

still presents the model characteristic features of the con-

tiles and partly slates. The functional layout is simple and 
façade. The decorations of the façade and the decorations 

-
-

an open balcony, more moderated and elegant that almost 

The façade is predominantly made of brick combined 
Together, they compose a harmonized, original façade. 

-

In respect of the materials used, it should be stressed 

-
ments. 

Rip Villa
Rip

Claire de Lune Villa 
Claire de Lune 

Architecture of the town
-

 La 
Mésange, built at the end of the 19th -

axis façade of both villas corresponds to the circulation 
and residential parts of the house. The hierarchy of the fol-

forged balustrades and prominent lintels. The uppermost 
brick cornice line, there are dormers. The colors are sim-

-
In general, the façades are rather simple in comparison 

-



nies and as such they are a good example of that style char-
-

ers from that time.
-
-

lence of the 19th th-century French arts and crafts. It 
and original ceramic details of various provenance. They 

accentuate for instance the rhythm by the patterns of color-
-

tures, accentuating the load bearing elements such as the 
keystones in the lintels. They decorate roofs and façades 

-
tive purpose, those architectural ceramic elements convey 
some information too as they include symbols and signs 
of its economy.

La Mésange Villa,
La Mésange,

-
Each investment or renovation in the protected area re-
quires special permits both from the municipal authorities 

-
nant architecture and provides his opinion. Obtaining such 
permits is obligatory for repairs of roofs, façades, doors, 

-
ness of selected building materials and suggested outdoor 

-
cultural heritage of that region, including history, tradition, 
a lot of spectacular aspects such as for example the se-
lection of that very region of north Normandy by impres-

Impression, Sunrise Fishing
Boats Leaving the Port of Le Havre  The Beach 
at Trouville

aspect of that heritage because The Beach at Pourville
-

th
-

visible and they often dominate the landscape. There are 
-

buildings, including great historical sites, disappeared for 
ever, making room for cemeteries. 

It is really because of a stroke of luck that the urban 
is the only such group of architectural structures from that 
the cultural heritage and an authentic document of the past 
era, still interesting and still alive.
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-

-
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