
Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Ekonomicznego we Wrocławiu
Wrocław 2016

PRACE NAUKOWE 
Uniwersytetu Ekonomicznego we Wrocławiu 

RESEARCH PAPERS 
of Wrocław University of Economics

Nr 449

Ekonomia



Redakcja wydawnicza: Joanna Świrska-Korłub, Jadwiga Marcinek

Redakcja techniczna i korekta: Barbara Łopusiewicz

Łamanie: Beata Mazur

Projekt okładki: Beata Dębska

Informacje o naborze artykułów i zasadach recenzowania 
znajdują się na stronach internetowych
www.pracenaukowe.ue.wroc.pl 
www.wydawnictwo.ue.wroc.pl

Publikacja udostępniona na licencji Creative Commons  
Uznanie autorstwa-Użycie niekomercyjne-Bez utworów zależnych 3.0 Polska 
(CC BY-NC-ND 3.0 PL)

© Copyright by Uniwersytet Ekonomiczny we Wrocławiu  
    Wrocław 2016

   ISSN 1899-3192  
e-ISSN 2392-0041

ISBN 978-83-7695-616-9

Wersja pierwotna: publikacja drukowana

Zamówienia na opublikowane prace należy składać na adres:
Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Ekonomicznego we Wrocławiu
ul. Komandorska 118/120, 53-345 Wrocław
tel./fax 71 36 80 602; e-mail: econbook@ue.wroc.pl
www.ksiegarnia.ue.wroc.pl 

Druk i oprawa: TOTEM



Spis treści

Wstęp................................................................................................................. 	 11

Piotr Adamczewski: Organizacje inteligentne w rozwoju społeczeństwa wiedzy / 
Intelligent organizations in the development of knowledge society.............. 	 13

Maciej Banasik: Siła demokracji a władza finansjery na przykładzie kryzysu 
w Grecji / The strength of democracy vs. the power of high finance on the 
example of the crisis in Greece.................................................................... 	 23

Paweł Białynicki-Birula, Łukasz Mamica: Uwarunkowania i efekty polity-
ki przemysłowej w świetle neoweberowskiej koncepcji państwa / Deter-
minants and effects of industrial policy in the context of the neoweberian 
state model................................................................................................... 	 40

Jan Borowiec: Integracja handlowa jako determinanta synchronizacji cykli 
koniunkturalnych w strefie euro / Trade integration as a determinant of bu-
siness cycles synchronization in the Euro Are............................................. 	 52

Małgorzata Bułkowska: Potencjalny wpływ bilateralnych umów handlo-
wych na wzrost gospodarczy UE – przewidywane skutki dla polskie-
go sektora rolno-spożywczego / Potential impact of the bilateral trade  
agreements on the economic growth in the EU – expected consequences 
for the Polish agri-food sector..................................................................... 	 61

Sławomir Czetwertyński: Produkcja partnerska a nieformalny obrót cyfro-
wymi dobrami informacyjnymi / Peer production vs. informal distribution 
of digital information goods........................................................................ 	 72

Ireneusz Dąbrowski: Mechanizmy sprzężeń zwrotnych i ujęcie cybernetycz-
ne w ekonomii / Feedbacks and cybernetic coverage in economics............ 	 86

Tomasz Dębowski: Polityka regionalna Unii Europejskiej w Polsce – teraź-
niejszość i przyszłość / Regional policy of the European Union in Poland 
– present and future..................................................................................... 	 96

Wirginia Doryń: Innowacyjność sektora niskiej techniki w krajach Unii Eu-
ropejskiej – analiza porównawcza / Innovation of the low technology sec-
tor in the European Union – a comparative analysis................................... 	 109

Karolina Drela: Prekariat – kierunki zmian i wpływ na rynek pracy / Preca-
riat – directions of changes and impact on the labour market..................... 	 118

Monika Fabińska: Droga kobiet do sukcesu biznesowego w dobie polityki 
równych szans / Women’s road to business success in the era of equal op-
portunities policy......................................................................................... 	 130



6	 Spis treści

Maria Fic, Daniel Fic, Edyta Ropuszyńska-Surma: Społeczno-ekono-
miczne ograniczenia rozwoju gospodarczego Polski w kontekście pułapki 
średniego dochodu / Socio-economic constraints of the Polish economic 
growth in context of the middle-income trap.............................................. 	 142

Paweł Głodek: Proces komercjalizacji wiedzy a struktury uczelni wyższej 
– ujęcie modelowe / Process of knowledge commercialization and univer-
sity organisational units – model approach.................................................. 	 155

Aleksandra Grabowska-Powaga: Uwarunkowania kształtowania kapitału 
społecznego – odniesienia do Polski  / Factors that influence social capital 
– references to Poland.................................................................................. 	 169

Alina Grynia: Poziom oraz struktura finansowania działalności badawczo-
-rozwojowej na Litwie na tle pozostałych krajów UE / Level and structure 
of investment in research and development in Lithuania in comparison 
with other countries..................................................................................... 	 177

Mariusz Hamulczuk, Jakub Kraciuk: Procesy globalizacji a wzrost go-
spodarczy w krajach europejskich / Globalisation processes vs. economic 
growth in the European countries................................................................ 	 191

Anna Horodecka, Liudmyla Vozna: The vulnerability of the labor market as 
the effect of the human motivation to work / Wrażliwość rynku pracy jako 
skutek motywacji człowieka do pracy......................................................... 	 207

Agata Jakubowska: Instytucjonalne podłoże relacji podmiotów funkcjonu-
jących na rynku / Institutional background of relations between entities on 
the market.................................................................................................... 	 216

Ewa Jaska: Uwarunkowania makroekonomiczne rozwoju rynku reklamy 
medialnej w Polsce / Macroeconomic conditions for the development of 
media advertising market in Poland............................................................ 	 224

Michał Jurek: Społeczna odpowiedzialność biznesu – ewolucja koncepcji  
i jej znaczenia / Corporate social responsibility – evolution of the concept 
and its importance........................................................................................ 	 234

Renata Karkowska, Igor Kravchuk: Struktura inwestorów na GPW w War-
szawie w kontekście zmian makroekonomicznych i rynkowych / Structure 
of investors in the Warsaw Stock Exchange in the context of macroecono-
mic and market changes............................................................................... 	 246

Grażyna Karmowska: Analiza i ocena poziomu ekoinnowacji w nowych 
krajach członkowskich Unii Europejskiej / Analysis and assessment of 
the level of eco-innovation in the new member countries of the European 
Union........................................................................................................... 	 257

Dariusz Kiełczewski: Racjonalność człowieka gospodarującego w ujęciu 
koncepcji homo sustinens / Rationality of managing man in the concept of 
homo sustinens............................................................................................. 	 269



Spis treści	 7

Krystyna Kietlińska: Rola powiatowych urzędów pracy w przeciwdziałaniu 
bezrobociu w Polsce / The role of district labour offices of work in counter- 
acting unemployment in Poland.................................................................. 	 277

Aneta Kisiel: Kształtowanie kapitału ludzkiego – wybrane problemy / Hu-
man capital shaping – selected issues.......................................................... 	 289

Dariusz Klimek: Funkcja ekonomiczna imigracji na polskim rynku pracy / 
The economic function of immigration on the Polish labor market............ 	 300

Paweł Kocoń: Zarządzanie informacją – utajnianiem i ujawnianiem − jako 
funkcja zarządzania publicznego / Managing the information – encryption 
and disclousure − as public management functions.................................... 	 310

Anna Kozłowska, Agnieszka Szczepkowska-Flis: Weryfikacja hipotezy 
schumpeterowskiej w kontekście rodzajowej struktury wdrażanych inno-
wacji / Verification of Schumpeterian hypothesis in the context of generic 
structure of innovations............................................................................... 	 319

Anna Kozłowska, Agnieszka Szczepkowska-Flis: Wpływ wybranych uwa-
runkowań działalności gospodarczej na aktywność innowacyjną przedsię-
biorstw / Influence of chosen conditions of economic activity on innova-
tion activity of enterprises........................................................................... 	 329

Joanna Kudełko: Nowy paradygmat rozwoju w realizacji polityki spójności / 
New paradigm of development in the implementation of cohesion policy.	 340

Wojciech Leoński: Rola państwa i instytucji rządowych w promowaniu kon-
cepcji społecznej odpowiedzialności biznesu w Polsce / The role of the 
state and government agencies in promoting the concept of corporate so-
cial responsibility in Poland......................................................................... 	 350

Renata Lisowska: Kształtowanie przewagi konkurencyjnej małych i śred-
nich przedsiębiorstw poprzez wykorzystanie wzornictwa przemysłowego 
– doświadczenia województwa wielkopolskiego / Shaping the competi- 
tive advantage of small and medium-sized enterprises through the use of 
industrial design − experience of the Wielkopolskie Voivodeship.............. 	 358

Irena Łącka: Wkład uczelni i instytutów badawczych w ochronę własności 
przemysłowej w Polsce w latach 2009-2014 / Input of universities and re-
search institutes on the protection of industrial property in Poland between 
2009 and 2014.............................................................................................. 	 368

Agnieszka Malkowska: Eksport  województwa zachodniopomorskiego – 
charakterystyka i znaczenie dla regionu / Exports in Zachodniopomorskie 
Voivodeship – profile and significance for the region................................. 	 381

Natalia Mańkowska: Usługi e-administracji a konkurencyjność międzynaro-
dowa w wymiarze instytucjonalnym / E-government services and institu-
tional competitiveness................................................................................. 	 392

Grażyna Michalczuk, Julita Fiedorczuk: Kapitał intelektualny kraju (NIC) 
– konceptualizacja podejść / National intellectual capital (NIC) – the con-
ceptualization of approach........................................................................... 	 402



8	 Spis treści

Michał Michorowski, Artur Pollok, Bogumiła Szopa: Przeobrażenia w sfe-
rze dochodów gospodarstw domowych w Polsce według grup społecz-
no-ekonomicznych w latach 1993-2014 / Transformations in household 
incomes in Poland by socioeconomic groups in 1993-2014....................... 	 412

Dorota Miłek: Przestrzenne zróżnicowanie innowacyjności polskich regio-
nów / Spatial diversity of Polish regions innovativeness............................. 	 424

Bogumiła Mucha-Leszko: Przyczyny słabego ożywienia koniunktury go-
spodarczej w strefie euro w świetle hipotezy o nowej sekularnej stagnacji / 
Causes of the Eurozone’s slow economic recovery in the light of new  
secular stagnation hypothesis...................................................................... 	 436

Rafał Nagaj: Działania zbiorowe i na rzecz innych – analiza porównawcza 
polskich, litewskich i hiszpańskich studentów / Collective actions and  
helping others – comparative analysis of Polish, Lithuanian and Spanish 
student)........................................................................................................ 	 450

Paulina Nowak: Regionalne zróżnicowania poziomu nasycenia w ośrodki in-
nowacji i przedsiębiorczości / Regional variation in the level of saturation 
in the centers of innovation and entrepreneurship....................................... 	 462

Robert Pietrzykowski: Rozwój gospodarczy państw Europy Środkowej i 
Wschodniej jako członków Unii Europejskiej / Economic development 
of countries of Central and Eastern Europe as members of the European 
Union........................................................................................................... 	 476

Elżbieta Pohulak-Żołędowska, Arkadiusz Żabiński: Wykorzystanie idei 
otwartych innowacji we współczesnych gospodarkach / Open innovation 
concept in contemporary economies........................................................... 	 487

Gabriela Przesławska: Otoczenie instytucjonalne jako czynnik międzynaro-
dowej konkurencyjności kraju oraz inkluzywnego wzrostu / Institutional 
environment as a factor of country’s international competitiveness and in-
clusive growth.............................................................................................. 	 498

Małgorzata Raczkowska: Jakość życia w krajach Unii Europejskiej / Quality 
of life in the European Union...................................................................... 	 511

Anna Rutkowska-Gurak: Refleksje nad metodologią nauk ekonomicznych / 
Reflections on the methodology of economic sciences............................... 	 522

Stanisław Swadźba: Wzrost gospodarczy krajów Azji Południowo-Wschod-
niej i Unii Europejskiej. Analiza porównawcza / The economic growth of 
South-East Asia and the European Union. Comparative analysis............... 	 536

Anna Sworowska: Współpraca patentowa nauki i biznesu na przykładzie 
województwa podkarpackiego – analiza sieci / Network analysis of patent 
cooperation between science and business − the case of Subcarpathian  
region........................................................................................................... 	 547

Monika Szafrańska, Renata Matysik-Pejas: Społeczna odpowiedzialność 
banków komercyjnych w Polsce wobec środowiska naturalnego / Corpo-



Spis treści	 9

rate social responsibility of commercial banks in Poland towards the natu-
ral environment............................................................................................ 	 559

Piotr Szkudlarek: Płeć studentów a ich aktywność społeczna w świetle ba-
dań nad kapitałem społecznym / Sex of students and their social activity in 
the light of research into the social capital.................................................. 	 573

Agnieszka Szulc: Instytucje formalne i nieformalne na rynku pracy w Polsce / 
Formal and informal institutions on the labour market in Poland............... 	 584

Andrzej Szuwarzyński: Porównanie efektywności działalności badawczo-
-rozwojowej w krajach OECD / Comparison of efficiency of research and 
development in OECD countries................................................................. 	 595

Magdalena Szyszko: Oczekiwania bliskie racjonalnym? Współczesne kon-
cepcje kształtowania oczekiwań uczestników rynku / Bounded rationality 
of expectations? Modern hyphotheses of expectations formation of market 
participants................................................................................................... 	 606

Ewa Ślęzak: Migracje Polaków po 2004 roku a gospodarstwa domowe – im-
plikacje teoretyczne i praktyczne / Migrations of the Polish after 2004 vs. 
the households – theoretical and practical implications.............................. 	 616

Mirosława Tereszczuk: Instrumenty polityki handlowej Unii Europejskiej 
a polski handel zagraniczny produktami rolno-spożywczymi / Trade policy 
instruments of the European Union versus the Polish foreign trade in agri-
-food products.............................................................................................. 	 627

Agnieszka Tomczak: Polityka monetarna i fiskalna w warunkach wysokiego 
zadłużenia / Monetary and fiscal policy in the conditions of coniderable 
indebtedness................................................................................................. 	 639

Katarzyna Twarowska: Efekty międzynarodowej koordynacji polityki  
walutowej w latach 1978-2015 / Effects of international monetary policy 
coordination in the period 1978-2015.......................................................... 	 652

Zuzanna Urbanowicz: Simulation analysis of the degree of inadequacy in 
the single monetary policy for the EU economy outside the euro zone / Sy-
mulacyjna analiza stopnia nieadekwatności jednolitej polityki pieniężnej 
dla unijnej gospodarki spoza strefy euro..................................................... 	 665

Grażyna Węgrzyn: Absolwenci na europejskim rynku pracy – analiza porów-
nawcza / University graduates at European labour market – comparative 
analysis........................................................................................................ 	 675

Danuta Witczak-Roszkowska: Kapitał społeczny polskich regionów / Social 
capital of Polish regions............................................................................... 	 686

Katarzyna Włodarczyk: Serwicyzacja konsumpcji w polskich gospodar-
stwach domowych / Servicization of consumption in Polish  households..... 	 699

Renata Wojciechowska: Between economic triumphalism and anti-econo-
mism / Między tryumfalizmem ekonomicznym a antyekonomizmem........ 	 709



10	 Spis treści

Małgorzata Wosiek: Migracje międzynarodowe w procesach dostosowaw-
czych na rynkach pracy krajów UE w czasie kryzysu / International migra-
tion in the labour market adjustment processes in the EU countries during 
the crisis....................................................................................................... 	 718

Urszula Zagóra-Jonszta: Dwugłos klasyków francuskich na temat podat-
ków − Bastiat i Sismondi / Two voices of French classics about taxes – 
Bastiat and Sismondi................................................................................... 	 730

Małgorzata Zielenkiewicz: Konkurencyjność krajów UE w świetle global-
nego kryzysu finansowego / Competitiveness of the EU countries in the 
context of the global financial crisis............................................................ 	 740



Wstęp

Z wielką przyjemnością oddajemy do Państwa rąk publikację pt. „Ekonomia”, wy-
daną w ramach Prac Naukowych Uniwersytetu Ekonomicznego we Wrocławiu. 
Opracowanie składa się z 65 artykułów, w których autorzy prezentują wyniki badań 
w czterech obszarach problemowych analizowanych na poziomie mikro- i makro-
ekonomicznym. 

Pierwszy obszar przedstawia rozważania dotyczące rynku pracy i instytucji 
rynku pracy, a także roli kapitału ludzkiego w gospodarce. Znalazły się tutaj wyniki 
badań na temat np.: roli urzędów pracy w przeciwdziałaniu bezrobociu, wpływu in-
stytucji formalnych i nieformalnych na rynek pracy, zjawiska prekariatu, sytuacji 
kobiet na rynku pracy w dobie polityki równych szans czy pozycji absolwentów na 
europejskim rynku pracy. Drugi obszar dotyczy problemów makroekonomicznych 
współczesnych gospodarek, często ukazywanych w kontekście analizy sytuacji Pol-
ski na tle innych krajów unijnych. W tej grupie artykułów zaprezentowano wyniki 
analiz dotyczących m.in.: interwencjonizmu monetarnego i fiskalnego w warunkach 
wysokiego zadłużenia, polityki monetarnej i fiskalnej w krajach unijnych, ograni-
czeń wzrostu i rozwoju gospodarczego, innowacyjności i przedsiębiorczości, dzia-
łalności badawczo-rozwojowej oraz roli kapitału intelektualnego kraju. Trzeci ob-
szar tematyczny prezentowanej publikacji stanowią aspekty mikroekonomiczne, 
omawiając je np. dokonano analizy relacji podmiotów funkcjonujących na rynku, 
poddano ocenie przeobrażenia w sferze dochodów gospodarstw domowych czy opi-
sano wpływ migracji na gospodarstwa domowe w Polsce. Czwarty obszar obejmuje 
zaś opracowania dotyczące fundamentów ekonomii, m.in. racjonalności człowieka 
w ujęciu homo sustinens, nowych paradygmatów rozwoju, refleksji nad metodologią 
nauk ekonomicznych, koncepcji kształtowania oczekiwań uczestników rynku czy 
analiz poglądów klasyków francuskich na temat podatków.

Książka przeznaczona jest dla pracowników naukowych szkół wyższych, spe-
cjalistów w praktyce zajmujących się problematyką ekonomiczną, studentów stu-
diów ekonomicznych oraz słuchaczy studiów podyplomowych i doktoranckich. 

Artykuły składające się na niniejszą książkę były recenzowane przez samodziel-
nych pracowników nauki, w większości kierowników katedr ekonomii. Chcieliby-
śmy serdecznie podziękować za wnikliwe i rzetelne recenzje, często inspirujące do 
dalszych badań. Oddając powyższą publikację do rąk naszych Czytelników, wyraża-
my jednocześnie nadzieję, że ze względu na jej wszechstronny charakter spotka się 
ona z zainteresowaniem i przyczyni do rozpoczęcia inspirujących dyskusji. 

 Jerzy Sokołowski 
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Summary: The aim of the article is to conduct a simulation analysis of the degree of 
inadequacy in the European Central Bank (ECB) single monetary policy for the needs of the 
EU economy which has not joined the euro zone so far. The analyzed research problem is 
important from the perspective of a country with the so-called derogation of the Economic 
and Monetary Union. The status “with a derogation” means a formal commitment of a member 
country to adopt the euro as a single currency. Each economy of the countries with derogation 
will have to face the consequences resulting from the single monetary policy in the context of 
macroeconomic stabilization. The results of the conducted simulation may prove useful in the 
discussion which has already been going on for years on a particular moment at which an 
economy can join the euro area. The aim assumed and the main areas of the analysis connected 
with this aim determine the layout and empirical character of the article which consists of two 
parts. The first part defines the subject and time range of the conducted study and discusses the 
research method applied. The second part contains the results of the analyses of the degree of 
inadequacy in the ECB monetary policy to the economic conditions of a country from outside 
the euro zone. The main conclusions resulting from the conducted research procedure are 
formulated at the end the article. 

Keywords: inadequacy of the single monetary policy, eurozone, Poland, European Central Bank.

Streszczenie: Celem artykułu jest przeprowadzenie symulacyjnej analizy stopnia nieade-
kwatności polityki pieniężnej EBC do potrzeb unijnej gospodarki, która jak dotąd, nie przy-
stąpiła do strefy euro. Analizowany problem badawczy jest istotny z perspektywy kraju z tzw. 
derogacją Unii Gospodarczej i Walutowej. Status z derogacją oznacza bowiem formalne zo-
bowiązanie kraju członkowskiego do przyjęcia wspólnej waluty euro. Każda z gospodarek 
krajów z derogacją będzie zatem musiała stawić czoła konsekwencjom wynikającym z jedno-
litej polityki pieniężnej w kontekście stabilizacji makroekonomicznej. Rezultaty przeprowa-
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dzonej symulacji mogą okazać się przydatne w trwającej od lat dyskusji nad momentem przy-
stąpienia gospodarki do strefy euro. Przyjęty cel i związane z nim główne obszary analizy 
zdeterminowały układ oraz empiryczny charakter artykułu. W tekście określono zakres przed-
miotowy i czasowy przeprowadzonego badania, omówiono wykorzystaną metodę badawczą 
i zawarto wyniki analiz stopnia nieadekwatności polityki pieniężnej EBC do uwarunkowań 
gospodarczych kraju spoza strefy euro. Sformułowano w nim również najważniejsze wnioski 
wynikające z przeprowadzonego postępowania badawczego.

Słowa kluczowe: nieadekwatność jednolitej polityki pieniężnej, strefa euro, Polska, Europej-
ski Bank Centralny.

1. Introduction

The subject of the conducted analyses is the inadequacy of the single monetary 
policy. This phenomenon is connected with the fact that the centralized monetary 
policy, effective at the level of the whole single currency area, is not necessarily 
optimal from the viewpoint of its individual member countries.1 The reason why the 
single monetary policy does not match individual requirements of each economy is 
divergences of the structural and cyclical nature which exist between the economies. 
A consequence of those divergences are differences in the level of economic 
development and an the imperfect synchronization of their business cycles. 

The countries at a higher (lower) level of economic development are characterized 
by a lower (higher) rate of economic growth and prices, lower (higher) decline of 
unemployment and smaller (bigger) external disequilibrium2 than the average values 
of the above mentioned indicators registered at the level of the monetary union. Due to 
the fact that within the frameworks of the single monetary policy decisions are made 
on the basis of the economic situation of the whole group, this assumption implies that 
in the countries where the level of economic growth is much different from that of the 
whole group’s, this policy may finally have a pro-cyclical, not stabilizing character. 
The single monetary policy may also exert a pro-cyclical influence on the economies 
characterized by a low degree of synchronization between their business cycles and the 
cycle of the group [Urbanowicz 2014a, p. 256]. 

In this context, a similar level of growth in the member economies and a high 
convergence between their business cycles are the condition to benefit from the 

1  The problems of asymmetric impact of the centralized monetary policy within the single cur-
rency area were already dealtwith in 1977 by H.G. Grubel. See: Grubel [1977, p. 452]. More on that 
subject also in: Bukowski [2007, pp. 48-50], Sławiński [2008], Wójcik [2008, pp. 115-117], Rogut 
[2010], Ochrymiuk, Rogut [2010, pp. 36-37], Urbanowicz [2014b; 2014c].

2  It is assumed that countries with relatively high GDP per capita are usually characterized by 
small external imbalances, due to the fact that the economic growth ‒ progressing slower ‒ does not 
require large imports from abroad, and also is created basing mostly on increasing exports. On the 
other hand, in countries with low levels of economic development, increasing imports for the needs of 
relatively fast progressing economic growth and only weakly expanded exports may result in relatively 
larger current account deficit.
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single monetary policy. The fulfilment of those criteria increases a probability of an 
effective impact of the single monetary policy upon the process of macroeconomic 
stabilization, both at the level of the whole group and at the level of its member 
countries. In such a case the influence of the single monetary policy observed at 
those levels will be similar, both as regards its force and direction [Urbanowicz 
2014a, p. 256]. 

The related literature contains many publications which quote the decrease of 
differences in GDP per capita ( the process of real convergence) and a better and 
better synchronization of the business cycles as part of the consequences resulting 
from adoption of the single European currency, but the results of empirical studies 
do not seem to unequivocally confirm such opinions. Above all, those results indicate 
that operating inside the euro zone does not guarantee the acceleration of the real 
convergence [Lopez, Papell 2012; Borsi, Metiu 2013; Soares, Aguiar-Conraria 
2014], and, apart from that, the course of business cycles in individual member 
countries is divergent in many ways [NBP 2009; Barczyk et al. 2010; Lee 2013].
Therefore, it seems that a varying effectiveness of the ECB single monetary policy 
in shaping the macroeconomic stability of the member states can be a derivative of 
the diversity in their economies [Urbanowicz 2015, p. 13]. 

The problems of inadequacy of the single monetary policy are present in 
theoretical considerations concerning the euro zone and the effectiveness of activities 
undertaken by the ECB. In the related literature one can also find attempts at 
measuring the phenomenon of inadequacy of the single monetary policy. The first 
analyses of this type had appeared even before the euro zone was created. An impulse 
to conduct those studies were doubts raised by some economists as regards the 
planned establishment of the monetary union consisting of considerably heterogeneous 
economies. Studies on the extent of inadequacy of the ECB monetary policy in 
individual member states were continued in subsequent years [Hayo 2006; Blanchard 
2006; Flaig, Wollmershäuser 2007; Sturm, Wollmershäuser 2008; Lee, Crowley 
2009; Lee, Crowley 2010; Van Poeck 2010; Reichenbachas 2013].3 Due to a different 
time range, spatial range and methodology, the conclusions differ and are not fully 
comparable. Nevertheless, all of those papers emphasize that the monetary policy 
implemented by the ECB was not equally adjusted to the needs of particular member 
states of the euro zone [Urbanowicz 2015, pp. 13-15].

The aim of this article is to carry out a simulation analysis concerning the degree 
of inadequacy of the ECB monetary policy to the needs of the EU economy which 
has not joined the euro zone yet. The analyzed research problem is significant from 
the perspective of a country with the so-called derogation of the Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU).4 The status with a derogation means a formal commitment 
of a member country to adopt the common currency – the euro. Therefore, each 

3  A detailed review of the studies on this phenomenon in the euro zone can be found in [Urbano-
wicz [2015, pp. 14-15].

4  Currently, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Poland, Romania, Sweden and Hungary are 
the countries with a derogation of EMU.
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economy of the country with a derogation will have to face the consequences 
resulting from the single monetary policy in the context of macroeconomic 
stabilization. The results of this simulation may prove useful in the ongoing discussion 
on the right moment for an economy to join the euro zone. 

The aim of the article and the main areas of analysis it involves determine the 
layout and empirical character of the article which consists of two parts. The first 
part defines the time range, subject range and methodology of the conducted study. 
The results of the analysis concerning the inadequacy of the ECB monetary policy to 
economic conditions of the country from outside the euro zone are presented in the 
second part. The most important conclusions resulting from the study can be found 
at the end of the article.

2.	Methodology of analysis: stages of research,  
subject range and time range

In order to accomplish the aim assumed, appropriate research methods and 
instruments had to be applied. The empirical part comprises two basic stages. 

At the first stage the degree of inadequacy of the ECB single monetary policy to 
the economic situation of a country from outside the euro area was measured on the 
example of Poland. The basis for this empirical analysis was the so-called stress 
indicator, most frequently used in the studies on the inadequacy of the single 
monetary policy. It was defined by R. Clarida et al. in [1998] as a difference between 
the ECB’s basic interest rate and the optimal interest rate for a given country which 
belongs to the euro area. The ECB basic interest rate is the interest rate on the main 
refinancing operations.5 The estimation of the optimal interest rate is usually 
performed by means of Taylor’s rule for each of the economies under analysis.6 It is 
assumed that the optimal interest rate for Poland is the NBP (National Bank of 
Poland) reference rate established every month by the Monetary Policy Council,  
a body of Poland’s central bank.7 A lower absolute value of the difference between the 
basic ECB rate and the optimal interest rate for a given economy indicate a higher 
degree of adjustment of the ECB’s policy to the country-specific needs. A negative 
(positive) value of that difference means, in turn, that the ECB’s monetary policy is 
excessively expansive (restrictive). The estimation of the degree of inadequacy of 
the ECB’s single monetary policy to the Polish economic conditions was performed 
on the basis of historical series of the monthly data for the period from January 1999 

5  The main refinancing operations are the most important open market operations conducted by 
the Eurosystem. They play a fundamental role in controlling interest rates, managing liquidity in the 
market and signalling the monetary policy stance [ECB 2011, chap. 3, points 3.1.2].

6  For more on Taylor’s rule see: Taylor [1993]. 
7  NBP reference rate is the Polish equivalent of the basic interest rate of the ECB. This rate deter-

mines the profitability of basic NBP refinancing operations carried out within the framework of open 
market operations [NBP 2003, p. 20].
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to July 2015. The analysis was started in the year when the single European currency 
was introduced into non-cash circulation and the ECB commenced the implementation 
of the single monetary policy. 

The second stage of the study included an analysis of the relationship between 
the extent of maladjustment of the ECB single monetary policy to Poland’s economy 
and the degree of convergence in the level of economic development plus the range 
of synchronization between the business cycle in the euro zone and the business 
cycle in Poland. As regards the level of economic growth convergence was evaluated 
by the difference between the GDP per capita in the euro area and in Poland.8 
Convergence between the business cycles was estimated on the basis of the difference 
in deviations of the GDP indexes from the trend line for the euro zone and for 
Poland.9 Further on the correlation was examined between the index of stress and, 
subsequently, the convergence index of the economic growth and the convergence 
index of the business cycle.10 The study was conducted for the period quarter I 2002 
– quarter I 2015 due to the availability of the series of data used in this part of the 
analysis. Calculations were performed using GRETL econometric software and the 
series of statistical data coming from the ECB, NBP, Eurostat and GUS (Poland’s 
Central Statistical Office). 

3.	Results of the simulation showing inadequacy of the ECB policy 
to the Polish economy 

The range of maladjustment of the ECB policy in Poland is presented in the figure 
showing how the stress index developed over time (Fig. 1). 

Although alternating decreases and increases of the stress index are visible, it 
does not exceed the level of 0 over the whole period under analysis. Negative values 
of the stress index show an excessively expansive character of the ECB monetary 
policy as compared to the Polish economic conditions in the whole research period. 
Decreases (increases) in the stress index show the periods when, in terms of 
expansiveness, the maladjustment of the ECB policy to Poland’s economic situation 
increased (decreased). 

8  GDP per capita is one of the most important synthetic measures of a given country’s prosperity. 
9  The GDP time series reflect to a high degree the most important aspects of the cyclical process, 

informing both about changes in demand and in market supply. 
10  The variable which is a difference between the deviation of the GDP index from the trend in the 

euro zone and in Poland was subject to normalization. It was regarded as a nominant, i.e. the variable 
for which there exists a certain “normal” level of points, evaluated positively from the viewpoint of the 
analyzed phenomenon and any deviations from that level (both upwards and downwards) are evaluated 
negatively. It was arbitrarily assumed that if the level of this variable is as close as possible to 0, it 
would be evaluated positively because this indicates a high degree of synchronization between both 
cycles under analysis. Therefore, in the process of normalization higher numerical values were assigned 
to the values closer to 0. For more on the normalization procedure of the point nominant see: Poczta-
-Wajda [2010].
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Fig. 1. Stress indicator in Poland in the years 1999-2015

Source: author’s own elaboration based on the ECB and the NBP data. 

Throughout the whole analyzed period three stages in the development of the 
stress index can be differentiated. The first stage, from January 1999 to the end of the 
year 2003, when the mismatch of the ECB policy was decidedly the biggest but was 
visibly decreasing in the course of time. The second stage, from the beginning of 
2004 to mid-2007, which was characterized by a similar development tendency, 
except that it was in this period when the monetary policy’s mismatch was decidedly 
the smallest (the stress index reached the values closest to 0). The last stage, starting 
in mid-2007 is a period when the effects of the current crisis were counteracted. In 
that time interval the inadequacy of the single monetary policy first increased and 
next the stress index started to approach the values closer and closer to 0. 

At the first two stages the shaping of the stress index was most probably 
influenced by Poland’s accession to the EU which involved the tightening of 
economic relations with the EU countries. The first stage is a pre-accession period 
when a gradual strengthening of trade relations with the EU countries began and was 
continued at the second stage when Poland became the EU member. For many years 
Poland’s main trading partners have been, among others, Germany, France and Italy, 
present in the euro area from the start. Poland’s progressive integration with the euro 
zone economies is the most probable reason why the degree of mismatch of the ECB 
monetary policy to the Polish economic conditions decreased over the first and the 
second stage. The reason why expansiveness-related mismatch of the ECB monetary 
policy to the Polish economic conditions initially increased at the third stage may lie 
in the fact that the ECB, in response to the crisis in the euro zone, started a cycle of 
interest rate cuts faster and to a higher extent than Poland’s economic situation 
actually required from the NBP. 

Studies on the relation between the inadequacy of the ECB monetary policy and 
diversities both in the level of GDP per capita and in the course of the business 
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cycles in the euro area and in Poland were preceded by the analysis of convergence 
of the level of economic growth and synchronization of the business cycles, estimated 
according to the adopted research method (Fig. 2). 

Fig. 2. Indices of convergence of economic growth and business cycle in the euro zone and in Poland 
in the period quarter I 2002-quarter I 2015

Source: author’s own estimations based on Eurostat and GUS (Poland’s Central Statistical Office). 

From the beginning of the analyzed period the advantage of the euro zone over 
Poland in the level of economic growth was clearly decreasing in the course of time. 
The end of the year 2010 is a turning point when the GDP per capita in Poland 
started to reach higher values than in the euro area.

Periodical increases and decreases are visible in the index of business cycle 
convergence for the euro area and for Poland, which shows the lack of the full 
synchronization between the cycles in both of the analyzed currency areas. This 
indicator, however, reaches the values close to 0, which may testify to a high 
similarity in the course of the business cycle in the euro zone and in Poland. 

The study of relationship between the inadequacy of the ECB monetary policy to 
Poland’s macroeconomic situation and the degree of convergence in the level of 
economic growth plus the range of synchronization of the business cycle in the 
Polish economy with the euro area was based upon correlation analysis (Table 1). 

In accordance with theoretical assumptions, the decreasing advantage of the 
economic growth in the euro area over Poland should result in the decreasing degree 
of excessive expansiveness of the ECB monetary policy towards the Polish conditions 
and vice versa. Therefore, the result obtained is convergent with the expectations 
because it indicates that the decreasing advantage observed in the level of economic 
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growth of the euro area over Poland’s economic situation was accompanied by the 
increase in the index of stress which, as regards the degree of expansiveness, shows 
a decreasing mismatch between the ECB monetary policy and Poland’s economic 
situation (and vice versa). 

Table 1. Pearson’s correlation between the stress indicator and the indices of convergence in the level 
of economic growth and business cycle in the period quarter I 2002-quarter I 2015*

 Stress indicator
Index of convergence in the level of economic growth –0.3175
Index of business cycle convergence –0.3574

Critical value (with a 5% critical area on both sides) amounted to 0.2706, for n = 53.
* This part of the analysis was conducted on the quarterly data and includes a narrowed time 

interval. This results from the fact that the series of data were only available on a quarterly basis in an 
incomplete research period from the Eurostat base. 

Source: author’s own elaboration, calculations performed in GRETL program. 

In theory an increase in the degree of synchronization of the business cycle in the 
euro area with the cycle in Poland’s economy should result in a decreasing 
maladjustment of the monetary policy to the Polish economic conditions (and vice 
versa). However, the obtained result concerning a correlation between the indices of 
stress and cycle convergence does not confirm such a character of that relation. The 
received value is negative, which means that an increasingly higher convergence 
between the analyzed business cycles was accompanied by a decrease in the index of 
stress that was translated into an increasing maladjustment of the ECB monetary 
policy, due to its excessively expansive character (and vice versa). Therefore, it 
seems that the range of synchronization of Poland’s economy with the economy of 
the euro area still remains insufficient to ensure the adequacy of the single monetary 
policy to the Polish macroeconomic conditions. Moreover, in the conducted study 
the degree of synchronization was determined by using the GDP indices for the euro 
zone and for Poland. It may be possible that the increased degree of their 
synchronization did not translate in any significant way into the range of convergence 
of other macroeconomic variables, among others inflation and unemployment, which 
for the central banks are important determinants of decisions as regards the shaping 
of interest rates. 

4. Conclusions 

The results of the conducted simulation confirm that from the beginning of 1999 the 
ECB monetary policy has not been fully adjusted to the needs of Poland’s economy. 
An earlier accession of Poland to the euro zone would probably involve high costs 
related to the phenomenon of inadequacy of the ECB single policy. Differences in 
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the level of economic growth in the euro area and in Poland, as well as an insufficient 
synchronization of the business cycles, seem to be the significant factors which 
determine the degree of inadequacy of that policy for Poland. However, on the basis 
of the results obtained, one can presume that although Poland, similarly to other euro 
area countries, will not manage to completely avoid the phenomenon of inadequacy 
of the single monetary policy after the accession to the euro zone, the actual costs 
related to that phenomenon should not be too high. This is indicated by the 
development of the stress index over time which is gradually achieving the values 
closer and closer to 0. 

It seems interesting to extend the conducted analysis over other EU countries 
which will adopt the single currency in the future, in order to estimate the scale of 
inadequacy of the ECB monetary policy to the needs of their economies, compare 
the received results, draw conclusions which might be useful for a correct evaluation 
of the costs the phenomenon of inadequacy involves and to take them into account 
in the balance of benefits and costs connected with the accession to the euro zone. 
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